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A LETTER.  From an Eminent,Scots Lawyer,

~To Mr. William Forbes,  Concerning the
Ulefulnefs of fuch a Complete Body of the
Scots Law, as be Projeéls. - '

Sy | |

N Complyance with your Defire, I {end you my Thoughts of your
]_ " Propofal, without Prefacing or Ceremony. N '
“Seing by the 18 Asticle of the Union, tho"laws. concerning Regulati-
ot of Trade, Cuftoms, and feveral Excifes, are to be the fame through ail
Britain 5 Yet the other Laws of Scotland, not Clathing with the Treaty,
Reémain in Force: as before, with this Difference, That fuch of them as
concern Publick Right, Policy and Civil Government, are Alrerable at the
pleafure of the Brityfb Parliament, and thofe concerning private Right are
not to: be Altered, Except for the Evident Utility of.the Subjedts in Scor-
land ;- fuch a Complete Body of the Scors Law as you projed, will, in
my Opinion, be of Univerfal Advantage, and Efpecially Sublervient to

- the following, particular Ufes. . . | o
1. To knowthe. Agreement and Difference betwixt the Laws of Britain,

private Laws ot Smr-fagid and Englaid
the Point’ of Subitantial j ultice, bur only as to Form and Terms, The
Rendring of all which Familfar and more Intelligible to the whole Inlwas

T
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5 . Which vary little or nothing in

Bigants of the Jfle, will Contribure to 2 mutual Good Underftanding,

{ Promife, Sir, to my felf from your Laborious Pandedt, the Eafie Injoy-
ment of what Choice and Ufeful Reading is to be found in many Velumes,
And Doubt not but the whole College of Juftice Intertain the fame Senti-
ments and Expefation “with tne «* ‘Having had {och Experience of your
former. Succefsful Performances upon Subjedts hitherto Effeemed the
Cruies h?#}'iﬁfé‘ﬂﬂﬁdférﬂmg, and never before Treated of 1am B

* Edinburgl oth Novenber 1708, - Yous, S

L
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A Copy of the Lords of Seffion’s Recommendatory Approbation of
" My, Forbess Propofal. . .

§ J§ 7B Subfesibers, The Senators of the College of Juftice, having

- Confidered a Propofal publithed by Mr. William Forbes Advocare,
That he, if Incouraged by the Government, is Refolved to Imploy himfelf
i making up the Decifions of the Lords of Seflion from November 1681,

where the Vi{count f:;af Stair left off, and alfo to handle the Cynfifforial
will be of. great-Ule to Members of Parhiament, when New Laws are Maritime, and Criuinal Laws of Scerlend by diftinét Treatifes, and then
offered, or former Laws defired to be Amended or Abrogated, 2. It will 1o {et about the Compiling a Complete Body of the Law of Sestland, con-
bo. Expsdient. for ﬁjeﬁstgtgfhﬁniﬁrj, and Members of Her Majeftics Privy ~#i taining the Harmony: thereof with, and Differences from the Civil and
Cﬂunc‘i-l,', who-will t f-‘Iﬂ'—.‘y edllly UNACIIrant e Lawa wi tliat part of thjg Feudai I:,aws 5 1&1}_{1_{1‘1&‘»?1115 llﬂw far the Scots and Eﬂ%{(iiﬂj Law do Agr:g
Iﬁﬂ, i o Whi(:h fﬁllﬂ}’ were ot Ed_u(;atgd 2 .A_l'ld fq bﬁ in a bEttEI' CHP&CH}? to | ik ﬂﬂd leter 5 W.E:Ell Lrrcideast ﬁUIIIPHj.l'::I:tivﬁ "'if“‘_i-.-_,w-:: ul - Llsc E}CEE]_‘H- Contticut-
Judge of Cafes concerning both Publick and Private Right, whereof man - ons of other Nations 1 Are of Opinion, That the Profecuting and perfor-
o Relation to all Parts of the United Kingdom, will frequently Pﬂfg ming {fuch a :Wﬂrk will be of very Great Ule _and (zeneral Advantage ;
‘through the Offices of Secretary, Admirality, and Council, &e. 3. The And Cfnnﬁdermgj That the former Treatifes publifhed by the faid Mr. #7il-
new frequent: and more free Intercourfe betwixt the Subjetts of North and hiam E:-::rfras concerning Bills of Exchange, and concerning  Church-Lands
South. Brigiin, witl produce Pleas of Right to ke Determin'd in the Nor- and Tithes, and concerning the I{lygy and Powers of Fuftices of Peace in
thern.Couets of Juftice, according to the Law of England, and in the Scorland, have been Received with General Approbation, and found very
Southérn: Judicatures, according to the Law of Scorland ;5  as has already Ufeful, and do evidence Great Learning and Diligence :  'We are of Opi-
beeri found by Experience before the Seffion and Exchequer :  Which nion that the {aid Mr. Wiliam Forbes whom we know to be a Perfon of
will Oblige all Judges and Lawyers within the United. Kingdom, to be Sufficient Capacity and Great Application } is fit to be Imployed in profe-
well Seen and Cenverfant in both Laws, A diftin& Apprebenfion where- cuting the p_mpmfed Wnr_k . and that he Merits Incouragement frqm the
of, cannot be eafily Attained by Men of fo much Bufinefs, without fuch Goverurpent to It}abl-:t him to Apply the more clofely to the Carrying on
a Diredory as is propofed. 4. Even Merchants and Traders will find of that Undertaking, to the Benefite and z}dvnntage of the Pl:ibh-:k. In
their. Accompt in fuch a Work, who ty Contradting with Per{ons Refiding Teftimony whereof, We haveﬁubfcnbg%;thﬁfﬂ Prefents at Edinburgh the
in a Part of the Ifle, whereof they know not. the Laws -that concern the 12th Day of Nowember 1708 Years, - °F

Quiality, Circomftances and Eftate of thefe they Deal with, are apt to run |
into Snares, and Inconvenient Bargatns, and t_t}; be?Fruﬁ,rat_g@ 'i;:}f %Chfai are
- Advantageous, which Inconveniences may be rrevente 1" by Confulting : __ .
t?le Prﬂpgﬂfad Body of Law. 3. In fhort, ltywﬂi have this general Eﬁ‘e&% |  Ad: Cmﬁ:ﬁﬂrm Lﬁﬂiﬁdjﬁ#
to ferve for Cementing the Union, and Rendring it moore @pg}ple};a_:: For o Gilb. E z;ﬁ:{ . %‘; Adi; c:rb
thence will appear the Fxcellency of - the Enghifh Conflitution as to the N . - Alexr. Ogilvie . Anftruthesy
Matter of Publick Rights 3~ the great
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